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I'd like to thank you all for coming to my BBR Mitzvah. IRt
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It refers to the time tﬁ-t Jacob left his father, Isaac, after receiving the blessing of

the firstborn in place of his brother, Esau. Esau hated him for this and threatened to

take Jacob's life., His mother, Rebecca, learn‘e'yof Esau's plan,&f persuaded Isaac to
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send Jacob thMesopotamia in order to find a wife. According to the Midrash, Esau’'s son

stopped him as he set out and took away all he had with him.

On his first night out, Jacob probably felt rather low, being all alone and penniless,

and having the trouble with Esau on his conscience. He lay down taking a rock for his
pillow and fell asleep. Then he had his famous dream, his prophetic vision of a ladder
reaching up to heaven with angels ascending and descending and G-d's voice speaking to
him blessing him and his undertakings. Upon awakening in the mdi"t"\ing he made a vow:

“If G-d will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread
to eat and raiment to put on so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then shall

the Lord be my G-d."

Jacob obviously did not mean by this that he would sit down in the wilderness and wait
for G-d to drop down food and clothing from above and send a gust of wind to take him
back to his father. What could he have meant? Jacob was an intelligent man who did not
accept without question all he was taught about religion. He saw, however, that people
who worshipped no gods but dealt fairly with other people were better liked and more .
respected than those who worshipped a multitude of gods who went out and cheated, b:lceu,‘
and generally sinned, and then sacrificed to the gods for forgiveness. From this he

inferred that the gods were worthless, as his grandfather, Abraham, had discovered.

Following Abraham's chain of thought, Jacob agreed that there was only one G-d. BuL this

was-nothinag-new— He—haﬂ"kneun—thia_f_nr.&longmw .

On that night Jacob realized that no amount of praying to G-d alone would every completely

.absolve anybody. If you have sinned against someone and are sorry, your victim must know
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this as well as G-d. Jacob knew that in the future he would have to apologize to his
brother, Esau. In general, he saw that honesty and kindness were better for all concerned
than sacrifices. G-d much prefers that you always try to be a decent person from the
start rather than go on a sin—purpusely—gﬂr? beg-forgiveness—lebse—beste. It is very easy
to appreciate this point. You feel a lot better if someone does pof punch you in the nose

than if he does and says, "I'm sorry".

Jacob saw even more than this. Even if you do behave humanely, it is still a gift from

G-d to have the basic human needs, food, clothing, and shelter, oSl He realized
that without these three things, it is hard to be a decent human being. This was driven
home to him by his present s:ﬁa}-less state. He, therefore, prayea to G-d for these

three things, and also promised that if he was granted thém, later on he would share what
he had with others who were not so fortunate. This procedure later became known as

tithing and is practiced by many religions today. These discoveries made a great. impression
on Jacob. As he proceeded on his Journey and came to his uncle Laban's house, he had

many opportunities to revenge himself-en l;aban's cruelty. Working as a shepherd he could
easily have taken a few sheep which would have helped him considerably and would not have
been missed by Laban. He would have been Justified in deing so because Laban was certainly
not giving him his full share, but Jacob had made up his mind and he stuck to his decision.
He was rewarded in the end, G-d giving him as his wages the strongest and best of Laban's
sheep. This may be what the ladder and angels signify - once you make a commitment

(represented in the dream by the angels ascending the ladder to G-d) G-d will send down

His blessing, but you must make the commitment first.

In the future I hope that, like Jacob, I may follow through on my commitmensl‘o-qpoi-egiee
yhep—t-am-wrengy—that—i-May—Aot—Ferget—to-h 1p-bhose—wh d—idr—that—in—g ey

makm‘mrmi-bnmtt‘to the things I know to be worthwhile fﬁd—e&tk—tvﬁt—mm. L4

Amen.
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